CHAPTER XXXVIII

NIZAM-UL-MULK FOUNDS THE KINGDOM
OF HAIDARABAD.

A, D  1719 TO 1724

THE body of the deceased emperor was buried in the tomb
of Humayun, the spot where lie the remains of the murdered
Dara Shukoh and where many years later the heirs of the
last Moghul emperor sought in vain a sanctuary. In his
place the Sayad brothers seated on the throne one Rafixid
Dayat, the son of one of prince Akbar Mahomed's (laughters
and therefore the great-grandson of Aurangzib. The
emperor was only twenty years of age, but, he was already
stricken with a mortal sickness. lie was suffering from
consumption, and three months after his coronation, he
followed Farukhsir to the grave. At the dying boy's
request, his brother Rafiud Daulat was crowded in his
stead; but a victim to the same pitiless malady, ho also
exchanged in three months* time the throne for a grave.
During the reign of these two princes the Hayads were
masters of the empire. Abdulla Khan selected for his own
zanana the favourite beauties of Farukhsir, and the
Musulman chroniclers relate as a symptom* of tho decay
of the empire, that Maharaja Ajit Sing took back the
daughter whom he had given in wedlock to the late
emperor, and reconverting her to Hinduism, sent her back
to his own palace at Jodhpur. Tho next prince whom
the Sayads seated on the throne was Roshan Akhtar, the
son of Jehandar Shah, In September 1719 ho became-
tinder the title of Mahomed Shah, emperor of Delhi.

*Siyar-ul-Muta Kherin.